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The 9th World Dragon Boat Racing Championships held on the 
Racice Regatta Course near Prague, set new records all round, when 
2900 athletes in 134 crews, from 24 IDBF Members  in 5 Continents 
took part in 216 Championship Races, during 5 days of competition, 
from the 26-30 August 2009.   
China, won the Premier Nations Cup  and Premier Women’s Trophy 
with Canada retaining the Senior Cup and Singapore taking the Junior 
Trophy. In the 200m Championship Grand Final, the Philippines  in 
Lane 3, recorded a time of 0.40.022 to win Gold from China in Lane 5 
with a 0.40.125.  Now that’s a World Champs record to be proud of !! 
600 athletes from 12 C ountries competed in the Junior Division
and with new Racing Classes for the U16s and U23s and over 900 
Women competing , the sport is developing fast across all age and 
gender groups. In total 14 Countries won World Championships 
Medals across the Racing Divisions.  Iran and India competed for the 
first time. Next up  is the 7th Club Crew World Champs in Macau from 
28 July – 1 August 2010 – see you there !      Photos by Henning Wiekhorst. 

16th ASIAN GAMES DRAGON BOAT RACES – GUANGZHOU 2010 
Dragon Boat Racing will be included in the Asian Ga mes for the first time, when the 16th Asian Games 
are held in Guangzhou, China.  The races will be held from 18-20 Nov 2010, over 250, 500 and 1000 
metres for Premier Open and Women’s crews, under IDBF Racing Rules & Regulations.  Mason Hung 
(Hong Kong) the IDBF Senior Vice-President has been appointed as Technical Director. 
 

  

PRAGUE WORLD CHAMPS 2009 – NEARLY 3000 ATHLETES TAK E PART ! 
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                                  NEWS FROM THE IDBF MEMBERS CONGRESS - PRAGUE  
 

Thirty-two Members were represented at the 2009 IDBF Congress held 
in the Duo Hotel, Prague, Czech Republic on 29 August 2009.  

The Congress Delegates heard reports on the preparations being 
made for the World Championship Regattas in 2010 (Macau) and 2011 
(Tampa Bay), as well as reports from the Executive President, the 
Treasurer and the IDBF Commissions  
In his opening speech to the Congress Mr Zhang Faqiang bade 
farewell to the sport after 8 years as President and Chairman of the 
Congress. He acknowledged the support given to the IDBF by the 
Chinese Sports Authorities and the Chinese Olympic Committee.  

Zhang Faqiang felt that where gaining membership of the GAISF, now SportAccord was concerned, this 
support had been invaluable and that an important task now for the IDBF was to strengthen those ties and 
also the sport, by establishing good relationships with Sport Accord Members and with the IOC.    

In his own report the IDBF Executive President, Mike Haslam, in supporting the President’s views paid 
tribute to Zhang Faqiang’s work on behalf of the sport and his contribution to its development. The EP also 
paid tribute to retiring IDBF Vice President, Benjie Ramos Jnr, from the Philippines, for his work on behalf 
of the Federation and in establishing an independent Dragon Boat Association in the Philippines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franco Chong, President Trinidad & 
Tobago DBA, gives a plaque to the  
Executive President, Mike Haslam 

HONG KONG WIN BID TO HOST 2012 CCWC 
AND TEHRAN THE 2013 WDBRC 

After receiving detailed proposals and DVD
presentations from Hong Kong and Tehran, to 
stage the Club Crew Worlds in 2012 and the 
World Nations Champs in 2013, the Congress 
Delegates voted overwhelmingly for the Cities
concerned to host the respective championships 

The Hong Kong 2012 CCWC  will be held in the 
Victoria Harbour, site of the original Hong Kong 
Races, to celebrate the 36th anniversary of the 
founding of the modern sport and the 21st birthday 
of the IDBF founded in Hong Kong in 1991.  
The 2013 WDBR Championship in Tehran will 
mark the first time that an IDBF world event has 
been held in the Gulf Region. 

NEW PRESIDENT & 4 VPs FOR THE IDBF 
Following the retirement of Mr Zhang Faqiang, the 
IDBF Congress unanimously elected Madam Xiao 
MIN (China) as the new IDBF President.  Madam 
Xiao Min is a Vice President of the Chinese 
Olympic Committee and the Director of the Sport 
for All programme in China. She is presently also 
the President of the ADBF and the first woman to 
become the IDBF President. 
Also for election at the 2009 Congress were the 
four IDBF Vice Presidents.  Mason Hung  (Hkg), 
Bob Morro  (Usa) and Claudio Schermi  (Ita) 
were all re-elected for a further term of office and 
elected unanimously as the fourth Vice President, 
was  Mr Ahmed DONYAMALI , President of the 
Iran Canoe, Water Ski & Dragon Boat Federation. 

 

IDBF NOW WADA COMPLIANT – CONGRESS ADOPT THE NEW AN TI-DOPING POLICY 

Having submitted the revised IDBF Anti-Doping Policy to the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) earlier in 
the year Prof Bob McNamara, Chairman of the Medical Commission, was pleased to inform the Congress 
that WADA had confirmed that the IDBF Policy was compliant with the WADA Anti-Doping Code.   

The Congress endorsed the revised AD policy, which comes into effect on 1 January 2010 and will mean 
that Out of Competition Testing will apply to IDBF athletes for the first time.   An IDBF pool of Elite Athletes 
will be established from those crews that qualified for the Premier Open, Women and Mixed 500m Grand 
Finals at the World Championships in Prague and the selected paddlers notified accordingly. 

NEW MEMBERS CONFIRMED & WELCOMED  
The Congress ratified as IDBF Basic Members,  
Brazil, Costa Rica, India, Reunion Island, Serbia, 
Senegal and Thailand.  A further twelve Basic 
Members were approved by the Congress as 
having now qualified for IDBF Full Membership. 

HONORARY PRESIDENT & VICE-PRESIDENT 
Following their retirement from the IDBF Council, 
the Congress unanimously awarded the titles of 
IDBF Honorary President to Mr ZHANG Faqiang
and Honorary Vice-President to Mr Benjie RAMOS , 
for their outstanding services to the sport. 
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Henning Wiekhorst, the publisher of Dragon Boat World International but wearing his IDBF Marketing & 
Media Commission hat, has developed a new IDBF web-site exclusively for World Championship Regattas 
where Organising Committees can post all the information that applies to their particular event and where 
the competing crews can be kept up to date on each Championship as it develops.   

A results service will also be available from this web site during each Championship, as well as pre and 
post event DVDs about the regatta site and the Championship venue. 

Go have a look at www.idbfworldchamps.com  for examples of information that will be available to 
paddlers and crews about each World Championships as it comes on line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA BITS - NEW IDBF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS WEB SITE FOR THE SPORT 

DRAGON BOAT WORLD TELEVISION  
TAKES TO THE AIR – 1 st OCTOBER 2010 

Another new service for Dragon Boaters, 
provided by Henning Wiekhorst, is the launch 
of Dragon Boat World TV, which starts its full 
broadcasting service on 1 October 2010, with 
monthly updates, interviews and DVDs on the 
sport, starting with news and views from the 
World Champs in Prague.   

DBW Television is already up and running 
with a DVD service, where you can upload 
your own DVD to the DBWTV library – want to 
see more go to www.dragonboatworld.tv  

IDBF WEBSITE UNDER RE-CONSTRUCTION 

The IDBF website at www.idbf.org is currently 
under re-construction but still available for you 
to get information and downloads on the sport 
and the IDBF. Features on the website will be a 
paddlers forum and a video/DVD page covering 
all aspects of the sport. The web page will be 
linked to other Dragon Boat websites, as well 
as to DBWTV and the World Champs web site. 
With the IDBF Newsletter DBI, plus the many 
websites and our independent partners from 
DBWI magazine and DBW TV a comprehensive 
media service is now provided within our sport. 
 

IDBF DATA BASE AND REGISTRATION SYSTEM UNDER DEVELO PMENT 

It takes time but finally it is on its way.   Having a central data base of participants attending World 
Championships and a registration system that can be carried forward from one event to another has 
been an ongoing IDBF project for a number of years now but finally the system is coming together 
under an IT working group led by Henning Wiekhorst in Germany and Andrew Den Hertog in Australia. 
A pilot data base has been set up and is being tested for content, ease of use and compatibility with 
other IT systems and if all goes well the final data base will go live in 2010 in time for the CCWC in 
Macau.  Once up and running crews will be able to register their race entries directly with the IDBF. 

FREE WEB PAGE OFFER FOR IDBF MEMBERS – SIGN UP AND LINK WITH IDBF.ORG 
As part of developing its services the IDBF is now offering a free dedicated web site to all its Members 
through the IDBF web master Henning Wiekhorst. IDBF Members taking advantage of this service will 
be given their own site, without the need to pay a service provider and a range of templates to choose 
from for their web pages.  Interested then email wiekhorsthenning@mac.com  . Henning can also be 
your web master but this would be at a negotiated cost, dependent on the ‘hands on’ work required. 

LINK YOUR WEBSITE TO 
www.idbf.org 

Email: Henning Wiekhorst at 

 wiekhorsthenning@mac.c om

IDBF PARTNER WEBSITE 
DRAGONBOATNET.COM  

offers paddlers their own free  
Paddle Space Blog, see link at 

http://dragonboatnet.com/PaddleSpace/ 
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The independent  ‘Paddlers’ 
magazine at www. 

dragonboatworldinternational.com 
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Late April 2010   Wujin City, Jiangsu Prov, China 9th Asian Nations DB Champs adbfdragon@126.com 

 
29 Jul -1 Aug 2010 Macau SAR, China 7th Club Crew World Dragon Boat 

Championships 
dragon.mo@gmail.com 
www.sport.gov.mo  

 
13/15 Aug 2010  Bosbann Regatta Course, 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
9th European Nations Dragon Boat 
Championships 

secretary@edbf.org 
www,edbf.org 

18-20 Nov 2010 Zengcheng Dragon Boat Lake,  

Guangzhou, China.  

16th Asian Games,  

Dragon Boat Regatta 

adbfdragon@126.com 

 

2010 CHAMPIONSHIPS’ DATES FOR YOUR DRAGON BOAT DAIR Y 
 

In the interest of fostering good relationships wit hin the International Sports Community and as 
the independently established and recognized Intern ational Federation specifically for Dragon 
Boat Sport, the IDBF Members in their 2009 Congress  held in Prague, adopted the following 
resolution on the governance of Dragon Boating. 
 

1. Prime Purpose:  In the best interest of dragon boat participants at both national and international   
  level the IDBF shall concentrate its energies in developing dragon boat sport through its elected  
 representatives. 

 

 2.  International Relationships  
  With regard to International Sports Federations and Organizations the IDBF will seek to:- 

 a.  Develop friendly and open relationships. 

 b.  Seek agreements in areas of common interest. 

c. Establish a better understanding of Dragon Boating among international federations and  
 international organizations. 

 

3. The IDBF Members 

 The IDBF as the specific International Federation for Dragon Boating shall:-     
    a.  Maintain a unity of purpose amongst its members by working together for a common goal 

within a democratic organization. 
      b.   Promote and support the independence of the sport at national and international level. 
 

4. The Status of the IDBF and the IDBF Member Organ izations. 

4.1 As the GAISF member, International Federation specifically for dragon boat sport, the IDBF asks  
      all organizations to accept and respect the status, standing and authority of the IDBF and its  
      Member Organizations. 

4.2 The IDBF states that between International Federations and organizations there should be mutual 
understanding and respect.  In the event that a federation or organization fails to recognize the 
authority of the IDBF, the IDBF Members Congress reserves the right to respond in an appropriate 
manner. 

5. Future Vision.  

The prime aim of the IDBF and its Members’ will be to adopt forward looking and innovative 
approaches to establishing management systems and development goals that will ensure the 
sustainability of the sport at all levels. 

�

RESOLUTION BY THE 2009 IDBF MEMBERS CONGRESS 
ON THE GOVERNANCE OF DRAGON BOATING  


